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for it to put it in service. Second,what youspend 
on it to keep it there—— maintenance costs 
during the life of the equipment and, possibly, 
loss of revenue and good will resulting from 


outages. 


There are, of course, many factors that hold 
down the second price. But there is one factor 
that stands out clearly, and that is the quality 
built into the original equipment. A little better 
design, slightly better methods of manufacture, 
including the testing of materials and thorough 


inspection step by step—all at a little Aigher 
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How Much Does Quality toe 


7 pay two prices for every piece of 


equipment you buy. First, what vou pav 
d > s 0 


first cost — may result in a /arge decrease in the 
money you spend to keep the equipment in 
service. 

You know that quality is, and always has 
been, the one best assurance of keeping main- 
tenance costs down. Then there is every reason 
for you to check, point for point, the quality 
of the equipment you buy. Look for perfection 
of detail —in design, in materials, and in work- 
manship. It is the difference between long equip 
ment life and premature failure. It is the real 
reducer of your operating costs. In your bus! 
ness and in ours, it’s not “how much does qualit) 


cost?” —it’s “Show much does quality sav: 
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Government Victorious in Utility 


Litigation on SEC Registration 


Supreme Court rules provisions of utility act are separable and Con- 


gress has powers to force holding companies to reveal operations — 


Decision in Electric Bond & Share case clears bitter controversy 


Public utility holding companies 
throughout the nation prepared this 
week to adjust their operations to con- 
form to the provisions of the utility 
act following the six to one decision 
of the Supreme Court upholding the 
registration provisions of the utility 
act. It was a notable victory for the 
government and an important one, for 
it brings under federal regulation one 
of the country’s largest industries. 

Immediately after the decision was 
read by Chief Justice Charles E. 
Hughes, Commonwealth & Southern 
and United Corporation filed registra- 
tion statements with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. Associated 
Gas & Electric and United Gas Im- 
provement filed later; Electric Bond & 
Share prepared to file as early as 
formalities permit. 


Files exemption claim 


Niagara Hudson Power filed a claim 
for exemption on the basis that it 
was not a subsidiary of United Cor- 
poration and did purely an intrastate 
business. Standard Gas & Electric 
will register once reorganization is 
completed. Other utilities not already 
registered are expected to comply 
with registration as soon as possible. 

Shortly before the deadline, Decem- 
ber 1, 1935, when the law stipulated 
that all holding companies must reg- 
ister with the SEC, the government 
instituted suit against Electric Bond & 


Share and affiliates to compel them to 
register and comply with federal regu- 
lation. Practically all of the major 
utility systems had filed suits to en- 
join enforcement of the measure 

When the case came to trial before 
Federal Judge Julian W. Mack in New 
York on November 11, 1936, there was 
no armistice as Robert H. Jackson, 
now Solicitor-General, together with 
Benjamin V. Cohen, who with Thomas 
G. Corcoran were authors of the meas- 
ure, flayed the utility industry for 
blocking federal regulation. 


Litigation is confined 


The government contended that only 
the registration provisions of the act 
were before the court. and Judge Mack, 
in his later decision. upheld the gov- 
ernment’s point of view. The Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the lower 
court that the registration provisions 
were constitutional and separable from 
other provisions of the act. 

Although Electric Bond & Share had 
asked the courts to rule on the act in 
its entirety, all decisions were con- 
fined to the registration provisions. 
Chief Justice Hughes read the opinion 
of the Supreme Court, in which Justice 
McReynolds dissented and Justices Car- 
dozo and Reed did not participate. 

In discussing the dismissal by lower 
courts of the utility’s plea for declara- 
tory judgments holding each provision 
of the act invalid, Justice Hughes said: 


NuMBER 14 


Defendants are not entitled to invoke 
the federal declaratory judgment act in 
order to obtain an advisory decree upon 
a hypothetical state of facts. 

By the cross bill, defendants seek a 
judgment that each and every provision 
of the act is unconstitutional. It presents 
a variety of hypothetical controversies 
which may never become real. We are 
invited to enter into a speculative in- 
quiry for the purpose of condemning 
statutory provisions the effect of which in 
concrete situations, not yet developed, 
cannot now be definitely perceived. We 
must decline that invitation. 


Congress has power 


The court ruled that information 
bearing upon activities of the utilities 
which are within the range of congres- 
sional power may be sought not only 
by congressional investigation as an 
aid to appropriate legislation, but 
through the continuous supervision of 
an administrative body. 

It was held by the court that the 
findings of the district court based 
upon the stipulation of facts leave no 
room for doubt that the utilities are 
engaged in transactions of interstate 
commerce. The regulatory provisions 
of the use of the mails or instrumentali- 
ties of interstate commerce were up- 
held as within the rights of Congress. 

Imposition of penalties on utility 
companies which refuse to register, Jus- 
tice Hughes said, “does not transgress 
any constitutional provision.” 

It was pointed out by the court that, 
under specific terms of the act itself, 
the company by registering would not 
in any way be deprived of the right 
to challenge any other parts of the 
act. 

In the imposition of penalties for the 
violation of its rules, Congress has a 
wide discretion. Sanctions may be of vari- 
ous types. They may involve the loss of a 
privilege which would otherwise be en- 
joyed. When Congress lays down a valid 
rule to govern those engaged in transac- 


tions in interstate commerce, Congress 
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may deny to those who violate the rule 
the right to engage in such transactions. 

And while Congress may not exercise its 
control over the mails to enforce a require- 
ment which lies outside its constitutional 
province, when Congress lays down a 
valid regulation pertinent to the use of 
the mails, it may withdraw the privilege 
of that use from those who disobey. 


Can demand information 


Justice Hughes said that Congress 
“was entitled to demand the fullest in- 
formation as to organization, financial 
structure and all the activities which 
could have any bearing upon the exer- 
cise of congressional authority” from 
utility holding companies. 

While the opinion of the Supreme 
Court upheld the registration provisions 
and declared the different sections sep- 
arable, it had been hoped that the full 
scope of the act would come under 
court ruling. It is regarded as certain 
that, at some future date, other sec- 
tions of the act, especially the “death 
sentence,” or dissolution of top holding 
companies, will be contested in the 
courts. 

Since the suit against Electric Bond 
& Share and affiliates was filed seven 
of the affiliates have ceased to be hold- 
ing companies as defined by the act. 
These include Idaho Power, Montana 
Power, United Gas Corporation, 
United Gas Public Service, Houston 
Gulf Gas, Nebraska Power and Power 
Securities Company. 

With Electric Bond & Share, the 
American Gas & Electric, American 
Power & Light, National Power & 
Light, Electric Power & Light, Lehigh 
Power Securities Corporation, Utah 
Power & Light and Pacific Power & 
Light will register with the SEC. 

SEC Chairman William O. Douglas 
expressed gratification with the court’s 
decision and stated that the way is 
now clear for effective regulation of 
the utility industry. He indicated 
that there would be no disciplining of 
companies which have held back pend- 
ing a Supreme Court decision. 


Decision pleases SEC 


“Our gratification at the favorable 
decision is tempered by a realization 
of the heavy responsibility placed upon 
us and of the gravity of our obliga- 
tion,” Mr. Douglas declared. 

In complying with the utility act. 
which bars directors or partners of 
banking firms and banks from being 
officers or directors of utility com- 
panies, Hendon Chubb, Landon K. 
Thorne and George Whitney resigned 
as directors of United Corporation. 
Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman of Con- 
solidated Edison and Niagara Hudson 
Power, and Wesley A. Sturges of the 
Yale Law School were elected to the 
United board. A third member will 
be elected soon. 
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Virginia Commission Sets Date 
to Air Utility Service Payments 


President Speer of Virginia Public Service charges payments to Asso- 
ciated Gas unit not in public interest — Commission enjoins company 
from changing personnel or by-laws — Sets April 12 for hearing 


Hearings on the application of Al- 
exander Speer, president of Virginia 
Public Service Company, unit of 
Associated Gas & Electric system, will 
be held by the Virginia Corporation 
Commission April 12 in Richmond. 

The controversy between Mr. Speer 
and the relationship of his company 
with the Utility Management Corpora- 
tion broke out into the open last week 
when Mr. Speer asked the commission 
to intervene. He charged that pres- 
sure was being exerted on him to ap- 
prove certain management and serv- 
ice payments to Utility Management 
Corporation which he considered not 
necessary and which had not been ap- 
proved by the commission. 


Charges against contracts 


It was charged by Mr. Speer that 
approval of service contracts with 
Utility Managemeni, Utilities Pur- 
chasing & Supply Corporation and the 
E. M. Gilbert Engineering Corporation 
showed that “certain transactions have 
been entered into and a certain course 
of conduct has been pursued which 
tend to and probably will be sub- 
versive to the best interest of Virginia 
Public Service.” 

Mr. Speer further charged that 
these services were not needed by his 
company and some not needed in the 
efficient operation of the utility. They 
were imposed upon the company by 
the affiliated companies for the sole 
purpose of taking out of the treasury 
the funds needed, he said. 

The petition stated that Ralph D. 
Jennison, president of Utility Man- 
agement, had demanded that Virginia 
Public Service discharge certain of its 
personnel, although the company had 
$700,000 cash on hand. It was also 
charged that Utility Management 
had prevented construction of rural 
extensions, although $100,000 was in 
hand for the purpose. 

Upon receiving Mr. Speer’s petition 
the commission enjoined Virginia Pub- 
lic Service from changing the person- 
nel of the officers and directors; in- 
creasing or decreasing the number of 
directors or changing its by-laws; 
holding any directors’ meeting out- 
side the state or holding a meeting 
within the state without first notifying 
the commission; creation of any new 
official position, election or appoint- 


ment of any new or additional of. 
ficer or officers or filling of any vacan- 
cies; payment of any sums of money 
to Utility Management, or any As- 
sociated Gas & Electric affiliate, and 
from declaring or paying any divi- 
dends on the common stock. 

The injunction was promulgated for 
a period of 90 days, unless dissolved 
or extended by the commission. 

This week directors of Virginia Pub- 
lic Service met, with representatives of 
the commission present, and adopted a 
resolution disavowing and condemning 
the allegations in the petition of Mr. 
Speer. The resolution authorized J. 
M. Costello, secretary-treasurer of the 
utility, to retain counsel to represent 
the company before the commission. 

The action of Mr. Speer has brought 
about action by the commission to in- 
vestigate the company and its relation- 
ship with Associated Gas & Electric 
and its affiliates. The question of 
service contracts and payments will be 
investigated. 


Kentucky Utility Promotion 
Program Increases Load 


The new-business program aggres- 
sively promoted by the Kentucky Utili- 
ties Company on a dealer co-operative 
basis resulted in the sale of 1,115 elec- 
tric ranges, 343 electric water heaters 
and 4,434 electric refrigerators, the 
annual report for 1937 reveals. Aver- 
age kilowatt-hour use per residential 
customer increased from 581 in 1936 to 
622 in 1937. Average cost per kilowatt- 
hour to residential customers was 11.2 
per cent less than in 1936. 

Commercial and industrial customers 
were included in the 1937 new-business 
program, with the result that 4,464 kw. 
of commercial load was added, while 
the industrial load was increased by 
8,989 hp. 


Reject TVA Power Offer 


City officials of Clinton, Tenn., have 
rejected a contract for use of ‘TVA 
power for operation of the municipal 
light plant. A contract with the 
Tennessee Electric Power Company 
was approved. Clinton becomes the 
first Tennessee municipality to tu 


down a TVA offer. 
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Southeastern Electric Exchange 


Draws Diseussions on Insulation 


Georgia Power finds use of wood warrants extension of program — 
Ohio Brass laboratory tests show new design of pole top has doubled 
impulse strength of lines — More than 100 attend Richmond meeting 


Three years experience with ac- 
celerated resort to wood insulation on 
the Georgia Power system definitely 
warrants extension of the program, in 
the estimation of Lee J. Ragsdale and 
E. P. Brantley. This conclusion was 
reported in a comprehensive paper read 
to 100 members of the engineering and 
operating section of the Southeastern 
Electric Exchange in Richmond, Va., 
last week. 

In the study, prompted by the bene- 
fits from earlier use of wood supports 
on steel structures, it was found that 
the guyed structures of prevailing de- 
sign were especially vulnerable to 
lightning. 


Design doubles strength 


To attain maximum wood path, even 
wood braces were shunned, newly de- 
veloped saddle braces at both pole and 
insulation being used. Tests at the 
Ohio Brass laboratory showed that the 
new design of pole top has just about 
doubled the impulse strength of 38- 
and 44-kv. lines. 

Kiln dried crossarms showed 100-kv. 
higher impulse value than air-dried, 
steam-seasoned and creosoted arms. 
Mechanical tests at the Hubbard lab- 
oratory in Pittsburgh showed surpris- 
ing ruggedness of the double-plank 
construction on the 110-kv. lines; in 


one test the structure sustained a 5,000- 
lb. vertical load at the end of the arm 
after both planks had been cracked in 
the horizontal test. Even when shorter 
than the required 30-ft. planks were 
spliced at the middle additional tests at 
Southern Wood Preserving Company in 
Atlanta showed ample strength for both 
the new hardware and the double-plank 
crossarm. 

C. B. McManus, chairman of the 
section, added that the lines have never 
dropped a conductor because of a 
splitting arm. To L. M. Smith (Ala- 
bama Power) he replied that such gaps 
as are used are set to 70 per cent, the 
line recloses and textile mills find no 
ripple in their fabric as a result of the 
momentary disturbance and recovery. 
A. J. Skaale (Carolina P. & L.) re- 
ported occasional splitting of crossarms 
during the first two years of service, so 
the reduction apparently due to service 
seasoning may make it pay to use kiln- 
dried arms at the outset. 

H. G. Harvey (Westinghouse, At- 
lanta) suggested that the enhanced 
wood insulation may primarily be act- 
ing as a poorly designed Deion gap to 
extinguish the power arc after a surge 
spillover. He felt some of the anom- 
alies (e.g., why has moisture and dirt 
on the insulator surface so little ef- 
ect?) will be explained when the 








INSPECTS PLANT—It was “Governor’s Day” at the Lynn River Works of General 


Electric 
L, 


district : 


recently when Gov. Charles F. Hurley of Massachusetts visited the plant. 
to r. ‘Thomas S. Knight, vice-president of General Electric in New England 
Governor Hurley, J. Fred Manning, Mayor of Lynn, and Nelson J. Darling, 


Lynn Works manager 
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laboratories superpose the impulse volt- 
age on the power wave at various 
aspects of the 60-cycle wave. 

Ingenuity and independence of tradi- 
tional procedure are attributes of the 
superior distribution engineer who can 
circumvent the pincer movement in 
which utilities find themselves because 
of rates going down colliding with 
costs going up, said President Lewis 
Payne of Eastern Shore Public Service 
Company, Salisbury, Md. He placed 
emphasis on the productive engineer 
who can adapt himself to a critical era 
of selective location of selectively de- 
signed lines to meet the demands of a 
selectively attached load. 

Much general and favorable discus- 
sion was evoked by Allen P. Bender’s 
detailed description of the Westing- 
house completely self-protected power 
transformer, amplifying the article by 
G. S. Van Antwerp in the January first 
issue of ELectricaAL Wor p. 

Effectiveness of the fire-fighting tool 
provided in the Fognozl was shown by 
W. F. Nimmo (of Virginia Electric & 
Power Company) in motion pictures of 
oil fires extinguished by the steam 
forming mist from the nozzle. An- 
other movie showed how P. R. Knapp 
of Toledo Edison applied production 
methods to the building of a 132-kv. 
line in Ohio. This story will be told in 
an early issue of ELectricaAL Wor Lp. 


San Francisco Warned on 
Power Sales to Pacific Gas 


San Francisco has been warned to 
“proceed with caution” in the granting 
of a new franchise to the Pacific Gas 
& Electric Company prior to a court 
decision on the use of power from 
Hetch Hetchy dam. 

In cautioning the city, Secretary of 
the Interior Harold L. Ickes said he 
believed there was a “very good pos- 
sibility that the decision may uphold 
the government’s position that sales 
of power from Hetch Hetchy to the 
Pacific Gas & Electric is in violation 
of the 1913 Raker act.” While the 
grant gave the city the use of water 
power from the dam, it also stipu- 
lated that power generated at the 
dam should not be sold to private 
utilities for resale to the public. 


Danville Receives Check 


The city of Danville, Va., has re- 
ceived a check for $339,989 from the 
government, part of the PWA grant 
for The Pinnacles project. This brings 
the total amount of “free” government 
money up to $1,189,963. The city is 
yet to receive another $300,000 before 
the grant has been paid in full. 
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Load-Building Drives Stressed 


at E.E.1. Sales Meet in Chicago 


Kellogg declares utility industry achievements are in spite of govern- 
ment attacks—Expanding appliance sales promise new loads aiding 
customer use of electricity—Conference draws large attendance 


The fifth annual sales conference of 
the Edison Electric Institute, held this 
week at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, IIl., attracted upward of 500 
men and women of the industry. Util- 
ity men from 24 companies, electrical 
manufacturers and allied group repre- 
sentatives combined to present a four- 
day program rounding out all aspects 
of utility load-building experience of 
today. 

At the formal luncheon on Wednes- 
day C. W. Kellogg, chairman Engineers 
Public Service and president of Edison 
Electric Institute, paid tribute to util- 
ity sales effort as probably the greatest 
influence tending to lift the industry 
to the high level of a vigorous grow- 
ing organism. 


Shows industry growth 


Analyzing the record of a decade 
ended in 1937, Mr. Kellogg showed 
consistent growth in industry achieve- 
ment, not because of, but in spite of, 
governmental vilification and attack. 

The regular program began on Tues- 
day morning with Davis M. DeBard, 
chairman E.E.I. sales committee, presid- 
ing. New evidence of the analytical 
study which must be given to utility 
load building was evidenced by R. E. 
Fisher, who outlined the 400,000 cus- 
tomer analyses used by his Pacific Gas 
& Electric Company as a guide to sales 
programs attuned to changing markets 
for electric service, and by Charles A. 
Eastman of Ebasco Services, Inc., who 
presented a comprehensive analysis of 
the needs for organization of and bene- 
fits derived from continuous systematic 
training of utility sales forces. 

Sales committee Vice-Chairman 
M. E. Skinner, presiding at the Tues- 
day afternoon session, counseled his 
listeners to nurture and keep alive the 
progress already made in Better Light- 
Better Sight to accelerate its growth in 
practice as well as theory, and to ex- 
pand beyond the present home zone 
the field of Better Light-Better Sight. 


After amplifying upon these three 
broad objectives, Mr. Skinner  an- 


nounced the new chairman of the Bet- 
ter Light-Better Sight Bureau to be 
C. A. Eastman of Ebasco Services. 

W. E. Sprackling at the Wednesday 
session bespoke the continued vigorous 
co-operation of the utility industry in 
breaking the bottleneck of inadequate 
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wiring in the factory, in the commercial 
establishment and in the home. Harris 
Dexter of Central Hudson Gas & Elec- 
tric enlivened the proceedings by im- 
porting a real dirt farmer from Cen- 
tral Hudson territory, who told the 
rural electrification story in homely 
but graphic style. 

Major appliances were the topic of 
discussion at the Wednesday after- 
noon session, presided over by Vice- 
Chairman George E. Whitwell. After 
the presiding officer had presented the 
record of past accomplishments and 
interpreted in concrete form the pos- 
sibilities of the Modern Kitchen Bu- 
reau program, R. R. Herrmann, North- 
ern States Power, described the char- 
acteristics of major appliance loads, 
and K. M. Robinson of Idaho Power 
stressed the ever-present necessity for 
vigorous selling of any water heating 
plan by the utility itself. 

The same thought was expounded by 
S. P. Vecker of Carolina Power & 
Light at the Thursday session. He 
pointed out that the responsibility for 
selling electric service and for building 
load rests in the utility company and 
is a responsibility that cannot be side- 
stepped. Again this note was sounded 
by D. E. Karn of Consumers Power, 
speaking upon the necessity of con- 


centrated attack upon rural load build. 
ing as the only means of justifying the 
economic existence of many miles of 
rural lines in the nation which are stil] 
far from self-supporting. 

The power sales sessions, with Vice. 
Chairman J. F. Gaskill presiding, were 
closed to all but utlity company repre. 
sentatives. 


Extend program 


Belief that utility load building, es- 
pecially in the residential field, should 
go forward at a rate comparable with 
last year, was expressed by Mr. 
DeBard. He asserted that this condi- 
tion will exist, provided the industry 
does maintain its present promotional 
effect. 

It was revealed by Mr. DeBard that 
some finance companies are making 
their terms more flexible and _ that 
local banks throughout the country are 
becoming more interested in financing 
both dealer and utility sales on terms 
extending up to 48 months. 

He also stated that manufacturers 
have agreed to contribute more than 
$400,000 to the co-operative program 
this year and that each manufacturer’s 
dollar will be matched approximately 
ten to one by the utilities locally. 

It was recommended by Mr. DeBard 
that next year’s sales committee give 
consideration to a national activity on 
the promotion of room coolers. He 
saw great possibilities in sales work 
and load building from this activity. 

Hope was expresed that new meth- 
ods of wiring will be developed which 
will bring about lower cost to the 
consumer and result in more jobs and 
greater profit to the electrical contrac- 
tor. 








FREEZING A COLLAR-—In order to prevent seepage into a pit at the oa 
Dam site, the TVA engineers installed a freezing plant for freezing a collar of eart 
surrounding the 20 ft. test pit during investigation of 95 ft. to bedrock 
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Mr. Vecker pointed out that in his 
territory during the past three years, 
with dealer co-operation, the number 
of major appliance dealers has quin- 
tupled, dollar volume in electrical 
merchandise through these allies has 
increased ten-fold, average electric con- 
sumption per residential customer has 
increased 71 per cent, and the com- 
pany’s merchandise capital-in-use, in- 
volving moneys invested in stocks and 
accounts receivable, has been reduced 
46 per cent. 

W. E. Sprackling, Anaconda Wire & 
Cable, reported that already eight 
states contemplate state-wide opera- 
tions in the national adequate wiring 
program. He said 51 cities in 31 states 
have orders for thousands of pieces of 
promotional material and that 112 cities 
have asked for information. The spread 
of the movement promises to reach a 
wide market with 22,000,000 old homes 
to be rewired and the same number 
where more lamps, more appliances can 
be sold, if only the wiring systems 

could properly handle them. 


Progress in lighting 


y M. N. Waterman, Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric, presented a picturiza- 


d tion of “Lighting Sales March On,” in 
e which he showed the remarkable prog- 
n ress the industry has made from 1913- 
e 1933. This progress was in the form of 
k a partially dramatized pageant with 


emphasis on the five years of Better 
I- Light-Better Sight since 1933. 


h Julius Daniels, Boston Edison; 

e Charles A. Collier, Georgia Power; 

d J. E. North, Cleveland Electric Ilumi- 

C- nating; W. E. Holland, Dallas Power & 
Light, and E. G. Stahl, San Joaquin 

ea Light & Power, presented the results 
of five years of Better Light-Better 
Sight. 


A spot check of over 1,000 residen- 
tial customers in Georgia Power ter- 
tiory showed an increase of 177.5 
kw-hr. per customer as a result of 
eforts of the home lighting depart- 
ment, Mr. Collier said. This resulted 
it an additional annual revenue of 
$6.05 a customer. 

Mr. North reported that in the Mid- 
dle West a survey showed that in 1932 
there was an increase in load from 
new lighting of 4,000 kw., while in 
1937 it was 22,000 kw. He concluded 
that the need for better lighting con- 
Stitutes a rich potential market with 
ilmost unlimited possibilities; that it 
has been profitably sold during the past 
We years, and that operating compan- 

ts will increase their appropriations 
for advertising, publicity and addi- 
tonal man-power to sell this market. 
‘ille uring the eight-year period (from 
arth the end of 1929 through 1937) the 
tational income dropped from 79 bil- 

és lions, its all-time high, in 1929 to 68 

] 
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Pioneer All-Mercury 
Street-Lighting Job 





What is believed to be the first all- 
mercury lighting installation in Ameri- 
can highway and residential district 
service went into operation this week 
at Belmont, Mass. 

The installation uses a combination 
of 85-watt units of 140-ft. spacing in 
block centers and 250-watt units at the 
corners. Horizontally mounted mercury- 
vapor lamps are employed. The 85- 
watt lamps are started by a 100-watt 
tungsten lamp operated by a contactor 
relay in the transformer circuit. The 
tungsten lamp goes out as soon as the 
mercury lamp reaches full brilliancy, 
but automatically goes into service 
should the mercury lamp fail. 

Two 250-watt lamps are provided in 
the corner luminaires, but only one is 
used at a time, the other going into 
service automatically in case one fails. 
Lamp centers are 22 ft. above the 
street. 

The installation was made under the 
general direction of E. P. Taylor, man- 
ager of the municipal lighting depart- 
ment. General Electric lamps and form 
79—“Novalux Acorn” fixtures are used. 
The poles are union metal design, No. 
5, 945 X1, with transformer base. Fur- 
ther extensions are planned. 





billions in 1937, a decrease of 14 per 
cent, C. W. Kellogg. president of the 
E.E.I., said in his talk at the confer- 
ence. The index of industrial produc- 
tion at the end of this period stood at 
a point fully as much below its 1929 
value, he said. Yet during these same 
eight years we added 2,850,000 custom- 


ers to our lines, a gain of 12 per cent, 
increased the average energy consump- 
tion of electricity in the home 67 per 
cent, and cut the average kilowatt-hour 
rate in the home over 30 per cent. 

In his address George E. Whitwell, 
chairman of the Modern Kitchen Bu- 
reau, outlined a record of outstanding 
accomplishment and of wide opportun- 
ity for expanded sales of electrical ap- 
pliances for the kitchen. The value of 
the modern kitchen approach in sell- 
ing electric ranges, refrigerators, water 
heaters and other kitchen electrical 
devices has been fully proved in the 
past two years. 

C. E. Swartzbaugh, Swartzbaugh 
Manufacturing Company, Toledo, said 
that ihe Modern Kitchen Bureau pro- 
gram is perhaps the most unusual co- 
operative sales promotion activity yet 
developed in the electrical industry. 

He stated the expanded program for 
1938 calls for an expenditure of $355,- 
000 on the part of the co-operating 
N.E.M.A. group of manufacturers, sup- 
plemented by hundreds of thousands 
more which these manufacturers will 
spend in individually advertising and 
promoting their own specific products. 

P. M. Alden, chairman commercial 
electric cooking council, presented a 
picture of the importance of commer- 
cial electric cooking equipment to the 
utility industry. 

. 


North Carolina Adds 


Rural Electric Lines 


North Carolina electrified 8,852 farm 
homes during the first ten months of 
1937, according to the North Carolina 
Rural Electrification Authority. For 
the full year 1,946 miles of rural lines 
were built or authorized serving 11,783 
customers, 10,251 being farm homes, 
at a cost of $2,498,215. 

In the period from July 1, 1935, to 
February 1, 1938, a total of 7,392 miles 
of rural lines were built or authorized 
at a total cost of $7,517,666, to serve 
43,066 customers. 

Of the total number of miles of rural 
lines built or authorized, 6,012 miles 
were by utility companies, 552 miles 
by municipalities and 817 by the REA. 

The North Carolina REA indicated 
that 50,000 farms are now being served 
and that at least another 50,000 farms 
will use power as soon as it is made 
available. 


Takes Over Power Industry 


The Japanese Parliament recently 
placed the nation’s entire electric power 
industry in the hands of the govern- 
ment, as a war measure, following 36 
hours of continuous debate. 
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Congress Set for TVA Inquiry 


Machinery for a thorough investiga- 
tion of TVA activities, with some light 
on utility connections, got under way 
this week as the House paved the way 
to concur with the Senate for a joint 
inquiry. 

The House rules committee approved 
the TVA resolution passed by the Sen- 
ate for a joint committee of five sena- 
tors, named by Vice-President Garner, 
and five representatives, selected by 
Speaker Bankhead. 

All aspects of the TVA situation 
will be explored, including the causes 
and results of the dispute among the 
directors, the reason why a report on 
cost allocation in respect to power, 
navigation and other uses has not been 


Group Bids President 


to State Ceremonies 


This week at Warm Springs, Ga., a 
delegation representing the National 
Commission Chickamauga-Chatta- 
nooga Battles 75th anniversary asked 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt to be 
honor guests at ceremonies planned 
for September 19 and 20. Gov. Gor- 
don Browning of Tennessee and J. L. 
Whiloite of Chattanooga were in the 
delegation. The TVA objectives were 
approved. 

The invitation emphasized the na- 
tional scope of the program, in that 
the ceremonies would attract individu- 
als from all parts of the country and 
would provide a first-hand inspection 
of the results of the TVA experiment. 

While the invitation did not men- 
tion the ousting of Dr. A. E. Morgan 
as TVA chairman, it was significant 
that the presentation of the invita- 
tion was arranged shortly before the 
President left Washington, a_ time 
when the TVA controversy was at its 
height. 

e 


U.S. Supreme Court Upholds 
New York Utility Tax Levy 


By a unanimous decision (Justice 
Cardozo not participating) the U. S. 
Supreme Court this week upheld the 
validity of a special 3 per cent ex- 
cise tax on the gross receipts of utili- 
ties imposed by New York City for 
unemployment relief purposes. Tax 
was contested by New York Rapid 
Transit Corporation and by the 
Brooklyn & Queens Transit Corpora- 
tion. 

Following the decision, New York’s 
Mayor La Guardia renewed his de- 
mand on Governor Lehman for restora- 
tion of the $12,000,000 which he 
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made, effect of private utilities to block 
the TVA program by injunction and 
otherwise, whether TVA is being effici- 
ently and economically managed, TVA 
land purchases, and a wide range of 
other specific questions. 

It appears that the investigation will 
drag over a long period, with the TVA 
and the utilities coming in for a full 
share of publicity. It is understood 
that Dr. A. E. Morgan, ousted chair- 
man, is preparing records to present 
to the investigating committee. Dr. 
Morgan had refused to give this in- 
formation to President Roosevelt dur- 
ing the recent White House “on the car- 
pet” inquiry. 

Hearings in Knoxville are likely. 


claimed had been taken from the city 
by a 2 per cent state utility tax. He 
also resumed his fight in the City 
Council for the adoption of his new 
tax measures, which include a 3 per 
cent tax on electric and gas sales 


bills. 


Low Rates Purpose 
of Colorado Board 


Sale of electric power to municipali- 
ties at the lowest possible rate is the 
declared purpose of the Colorado River 
Authority, which at a recent meeting 
in Austin, Tex., requested city officials 
and public agencies of the state to co- 
operate with it in accomplishing this 
purpose. 

“The Lower Colorado River Author- 
ity has practically completed two of 
its units,” the Authority said in a 
resolution which it adopted, “Buchanan 
and Inks dams, from which it will 
shortly be in a position to generate 
large quantities of electrical energy 
which it desires to sell to public agen- 
cies within this state for distribution to 
the people at the lowest practicable 
cost ... 

“It is imperative that both the Au- 
thority and public agencies, including 
municipalities and co-operatives, pur- 
sue a vigorous policy in order that the 
Authority not be forced to the extrem- 
ity of selling power to private agencies 
who may not pass the benefits on to 
the customer.” 

2 


Buys Two Idaho Projects 


Conclusion of a deal by the Wash- 
ington Water Power Company for the 
purchase of the Rathdrum and Post 
Falls, Idaho, electric distribution sys- 
tems and farmer lines between the two 
towns, owned by the Rathdrum Elec- 


tric Company, has been announced by 
Frank T. Post, president of the Spo. 
kane utility. 

New franchises in both towns have 
been secured by the Washington Water 
Power Company. Electric patrons jn 
Rathdrum and Post Falls will obtain 
lower rates immediately through the 
new ownership, Mr. Post stated. The 
property was acquired from Eastern 
interests owning the Rathdrum com. 
pany. 


Columbia G. & E. 
Officers Indicted 


Fifteen officials of the Ohio Fuel Gas 
Company, the Columbus Gas & Fuel 
Company and the parent company, the 
Columbia Gas & Electric Corporation, 
were indicted this week in Columbus 
by a Franklin County grand jury as a 
development of a forty-million-dollar 
suit against Ohio Fuel Gas by John L. 
Davies, city attorney, as a taxpayer. 

The indictment included two counts 
of rendering false bills to a munici- 
pality, two counts of obtaining money 
under false pretenses and perjury in 
making false reports to the Ohio Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission. Case is con- 
sidered more or less as a test case, it 
is reported, and suits in other counties 
on similar charges could be instituted 
if the defendants are found guilty. 

C. I. Weaver, president of Ohio Fuel 
Gas, in a statement on behalf of all the 
defendants, said: “The indictments are 
evidently based on a very technical 
point concerning the process of stabili: 
zation.” 

“ 


Commission for Mississippi 


Mississippi Senate voted recently to 
establish a Mississippi Public Service 
Commission absorbing and expanding 
the functions and personnel of the 
present Railroad Commission. Under 
the bill the railroad commissioners in 
their new positions as public service 
commissioners would serve full time 
and their salaries would be increased 
from $2,000 to $3,600 a year. 


U. S. Rejects Canadian Plan 
to Divert Water for Power 


In a note to the Canadian gover 
ment Secretary of State Cordell Hull 
this week refused the request of the 
Province of Ontario to divert about 
1,200 cu.ft. of water per second, for 
the production of electric power, from 
the Kenogami river, a tributary of the 
Albany river, into Lake Superior. At 
the same time he repeated the gover™ 
ment’s willingness to enter into # 
agreement with Canada for the pow 
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development of the Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence river basin. 

In a memorandum accompanying the 
note the Secretary said that importa- 
tion of power from Canada, unless 
accompanied by an equal development 
of power in this country, was not de- 
sirable. Commenting on the rejection, 
Ontario’s Premier Hepburn said: “The 
whole thing’s off,” and added that On- 
tario would not consent to the St. 
Lawrence project. 


Rochester Gas & Electric 
Installs 7,500-kw. Turbine 
Back in 1912 H. C. Ward, a Gen- 


eral Electric salesman, sold Rochester 
Gas & Electric a 7,500-kw turbine. 
It was a proud occasion and the util- 
ity selected Patrick Drumm, an em- 
ployee with 21 years of service, to 
turn on the steam for the first time. 

The turbine served a long and use- 
ful life during the 25 years, but as 
progress brought forth better equip- 
ment Rochester Gas & Electric decided 
to get a new unit to effect operating 
economies. When the decision was 
made it was Mr. Ward who sold the 
new turbine and Mr. Drumm, now 
chief engineer of Station Three, who 
recently put the new turbine in opera- 
tion. 

° 


Cooke Accuses Engineering 
Schools of Bias on Power 


Charges that students of electrical 
engineering in the United States are 
biased against public ownership of utili- 
ties because their schools are adjuncts 
to private power industries were made 
last week by Morris L. Cooke, consult- 
ing engineer and formerly head of the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 

Speaking in New York City before 
a conference on “Social Control of 
Power,” held by the League for Indus- 
trial Democracy, M1. Cooke declared: 
“With possibly one or two exceptions, 
every department of electrical engineer- 
ing in the country is operated as an 
adjunct to the private power industry.” 
“The teachers,” he added, “or enough 
of them to control the situation, are 
regularly given research jobs by the 
private interests and frequently dur- 
ing vacations they work at equipment 
Plants such as those at Schenectady or 
Pittsburgh, or in some privately owned 
power stations.” 


Plans Transmission Line 


Northern Quebec Power Company 
plans to spend approximately $600,000 
this year in constructing a duplicate 
transmission line to insure dependable 
service to its customers in the mining 
area of northwestern Quebec. 
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NEW TURBINE—Twenty-five years ago Patrick Drumm turned on the steam for the 
7,500-kw. turbine for Rochester Gas & Electric. 


task when dedicating a new unit, on the same spot, which replaced the old one 


City Authorized to Buy 
Utility’s Power Facilities 


FPC has authorized the sale to the 
city of Flandreau, S. D., by Union 
Public Service Company of the com- 
pany’s electric light and power facil- 
ities located in and adjacent to that 
city. Under an agreement the com- 
pany will sell to the city for a cash 
consideration of $77,500 its local prop- 
erties, consisting of a Diesel-generating 
unit, including switchboard and auxil- 
iaries, and a distribution system, in- 
cluding meters and line transformers. 
The company estimated the cost of the 
property at $167,945 and the depre- 
ciated value at $104,670. 

As a condition of the agreement of 
sale the company will obtain a 20-year 
franchise authorizing it to maintain a 
high line for the transmission of elec- 
trical energy into and through the city 
of Flandreau and a 20-year franchise 
to maintain a substation upon property 
located within the city. 


Bay State Senator Advises 
Highway Lighting for Safety 


Adequate highway lighting as a 
method of curbing night traffic fatali- 
ties was recently recommended by 
State Senator T. R. Plunkett, Massa- 
chusetts, following an investigation by 
the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Highways and Motor Vehicles, of 
which he is a member. 

The investigation disclosed, in part, 
that from 1933 through 1936, over 60 
per cent of all fatal accidents on Bay 
State highways occurred at night 
when the volume of traffic was only 


Recently he performed the same 


one-quarter that in the daytime. Al- 
most half of the night fatalities oc- 
curred in rural areas and very nearly 
all of those on _ heavy-traffic State 
routes. Modern safety lighting on the 
ten per cent of major highways where 
traffic densities and accident experi- 
ence indicate that headlights can not 
be expected to do an adequate safety 
job would reduce night accidents by 
40 to 50 per cent on these roads, ac- 
cording to Senator Plunkett. 


Construction Delay Caused 
by Municipal Competition 


C. T. Chenery, president of the Fed- 
eral Water Service Corporation, stated 
in his annual report that “the building 
of competitive municipal plants to date 
has not been great, but the fact that 
it has been held to be legal, that large 
loans and grants have been made for 
such construction work and that ap- 
parently there is no defense against 
such competition has been an impor- 
tant cause in the drastic decline in 
market value of public utility securi- 
ties during the past year and the defer- 
ment of a large amount of construction 
work which normally would have been 
undertaken.” 


Suspends Stock Sale License 


Wisconsin Banking Commission has 
suspended the license of H. M. Byl- 
lesby & Company to sell its own Class 
A and Class B stock in Wisconsin 
because of certain changes in the 
authorized issue in 1934 which were 
not reported to the commission. 





(1131) 9 


































































Utilities Urged to Go 
to Voters for Remedy 


Sharp criticism of unfair govern- 
ment competition was sounded last 
week at the annual convention of the 
Oklahoma Utilities Association. 

“The government utility enterprises 
don’t have to make a return on in- 
vestment,” declared Roy C. Coffee, 
Dallas, attorney for the Lone Star 


' Gas system. “If they don’t operate 


efficiently and come out with a loss, 
they just dig down into the taxpayers’ 
pockets and make it up.” 

Speaking before nearly 400 dele- 
gates from all parts of the state, 
Walter M. Harrison, managing editor 
of the Daily Oklahoman and Okla- 
homa City Times, presented the pub- 
lic’s viewpoint of the utility situation. 
He reminded the group that “the con- 
scienceless behavior of some of the 
utility companies of a few years ago 
sowed the seeds of government con- 
trol and competition.” 

Mr. Harrison agreed with Mr. Cof- 
fee on the ethics of government com- 
petition and declared that “the TVA 
sells power at ridiculously low rates 
and still shows a profit, only through 
the application of multiple millions 
of public funds.” He suggested less 
aimless indignation and more atten- 
tion to presenting the situation to the 
voters. 

R. K. Lane, Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma, led a discussion of the 
ramifications of the Grand River dam 
project in eastern Oklahoma. 


Sponsors Electrical Show 


The Electrical Exposition sponsored 
by the Electrical Development League 
of Southern California will be held as 
a part of the Southern California Home 
Show at the Pan-Pacific Auditorium, 
Los Angeles, April 21-May 1, inclu- 
sive. The electrical display will oc- 
cupy 16,000 sq.ft. of space. 


Duke Power Buys Plant 


Duke Power Company has purchased 
the town distributing system at Don- 
alds, S. C. It will be expanded and 
additional power provided for indus- 
trial and residential use. 


School Lighting Practice 
Standards Are Completed 


The new American recommended 
practice of school lighting, prepared 
under the leadership of the Ilumin- 
ating Engineering Society and _ the 
American Institute of Architects, has 
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been completed, according to P. G. 
Agnew, secretary of the American 
Standards Association. 

The primary purpose of _ the 
“Recommended Practice” is to set 
forth standards of good illumination 
for the guidance of architects, engi- 
neers, school officials and others in- 
terested in the conservation of chil- 
dren’s eyes. 


eelings 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Engi 
neering conference, Omaha, Neb., April 
7-8. I. D. Pettigrew, assistant director, 
1527 Sharp Building, Lincoln, Neb. 


Midwest Power Conference—La Salle Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill., April 13-15. L. E. Grinter, 
Dean, Graduate Division, Armour Insti- 
tute of Technology, Chicago, III. 


American Chemical Society — Semi-annual 
meeting, Dallas, Tex., April 18-21. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual 
convention, Hotel Astor, New York, April 
19-21. Julien H. Harvey, executive vice- 

a. 60 East 42nd Street, New York, 


aN. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 
Annual convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., April 20-22. Jesse Blythe, 
assistant secretary, Merchants Bank 
Bldg., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation — Annual meeting, engineering 
and operation section, Vancouver, B. C., 
April 20-23. Berkeley Snow, executive 
— 707 Spalding Bldg., Portland, 

re. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Edgewater Gulf Hotel, Biloxi, 
Miss., April 21-23. John Talley, execu- 
tive secretary, 308 Haas-Howell Building 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Electrochemical Society — Spring meeting, 
Savannah, Ga., April 27-30. Dr. Colin G. 
Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 
New York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers— 
Annual spring conference, Baltimore, Md., 
April 28-29. Brent Wiley, managing di- 
rector, Empire Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Maryland Utilities Association — Annual 
meeting, Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, Md., April 29. E. J. Roche, secre- 
ianye 55 E. Washington St., Hagerstown, 


Edison Electric Institute—Engineering com- 
mittees meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill, May 2-5. Bernard F. 
Weadock, managing director, 420 Lex- 
ington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


National Fire Protection Association — 
Annual meeting, Atlantic City, N. J., May 
9-13. <A. R. Small, 207 East Ohio St., 
Chicago, Ill. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion—Spring conference, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 15-20. W. J. 
Donald, managing director, 155 Hast 44th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Northeastern district meeting, Lenox, 
Mass., May 18-20. H. H. Henline, na- 
—— secretary, 33 West 39th St., New 

ork. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association 
—Annual convention, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 22-26. Alfred 
syers, secretary, 165 Broadway, New 
Tork 3." 2; 





Cities Service Asks 
for Cut in Common 


Announcement has been made by 
Cities Service Company that it will re. 
quest shareholders at the annual meet- 
ing in Dover, Del., on April 26 for 
authority to reduce the aggregate 
amount of outstanding common shares 
from 37,455,670 to 3,745,567, or in 
effect to exchange each ten shares of 
common stock now held for one new 
share. 

According to the announcement 
which was made by Henry L. Doherty, 
president of the company, the present 
no-par value stock would be trans- 
formed, after the exchange, into stock 
having a par value of $10 a share. It 
is also proposed to decrease the capital 
of the company by reducing to $10 the 
capital represented by each ten shares 
of common stock now issued and out- 
standing and by the retirement of cer- 
tain common stock held in the treasury 
of the company. The restatement of 
the capital of the company, Mr. 
Doherty said, will result in the setting 
up of an additional capital surplus 
amounting to $149,822,680. 


Tri-State Welding Meet 


Under the joint sponsorship of the 
Engineers Society of Western Pennsyl- 
vania and the American Welding Soci- 
ety, Pittsburgh section, there will be 
held a regional welding conference in 
the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, on 
April 29. Invitations have been ex- 
tended to plant executives and others 
interested in welding in western 
Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio and West 
Virginia. 

* 


G.E. Dealers Make Cruise 


Approximately 500 radio and appli- 
ance dealers of General Electric Com- 
pany returned last week from a four- 
teen-day cruise in southern waters 
which included South American ports 
in its itinerary. The party, which in- 
cluded G. E. dealers from the New 
York metropolitan area, New Jersey 
and Connecticut, was headed by Earle 
Poorman, district appliance _ sales 
manager, and D. W. May, metropoli- 
tan radio sales manager for General 
Electric. 

e 


Withdraws Rural Petitions 


Wisconsin Public Service Corpora 
tion has agreed to withdraw its appli 
cations for construction of electric lines 
in the area of the rural electric © 
operatives in Oconto and Price, Lit 
coln and Oneida counties. 
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UM LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 


In Madras and Rio, Milwaukee and Sydney, 
utility men know from actual experience 
that when lightning hits you can depend on 
the protection of L-M Lightning Arresters. 
On all the earth’s five continents the de- 
pendability of L-M Arresters is proved by 
their record on the line. » » Look through 
the transparent PYREX housing of an L-M 


Type “C” Arrester and you appreciate why 


this arrester has made a record of depend- 


able, economical lightning protection. 


You'll see the rugged L-M Ladder 


sa Gap . . . designed to spark over 


the instant a surge occurs, and to take 
heavy surges without damage. You'll see 
the mass of Granulon Valve Material... 
insurance of high surge capacity and quick 
interruption of follow current. Because 
these features are plainly visible through 
the PYREX housing, L-M Arresters can 
be inspected accurately without discon- 
necting from the line. Double sealing 
at top and bottom keeps moisture out, 
Ask your L-M 
representative for complete information. 
Line Material Co., South Milwaukee, Wis. 


lengthens service life. 





PRESENTS MEDAL—Members of the Somerville maintenance crew receiving from 


J. V. Toner. vice- 


president and treasurer of Boston Edison, an Edison Electric Institute medal for life-saving work 


L. to r.: H. W. Moses, industrial relations manager; W. A. Coolidge. safety engineer; 
McInness, D. S. MeDonald, foreman; Mr. Toner and M. B. Munsey 


Pas ee a ay 


Geoffreu Landesman 


MOTOR ROOM—Hot mill motor room of new Republic Steel strip 

mill showing main drive motors. Three of the four 6.000-kw. motor- 

generator sets are seen at right, finishing scalebreaker and finishing 
mill main drive motors at left 


B. B. Coffill, J. A. 


ES 


NEW POWER UNITS—Gulf States Utilities Compa" " 


e 
$2,500,000 plant expansion program, which invludes i“ 
aceessories. The plant is expected to be completed tor" 
the annual peak load. The Neches power station is ne! 
the interior of the power plant and the well- 
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Courtesy of Staten Island 
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SAFETY AWARD--Employees of the Staten Island Edison 


Company at meeting at which certificates were awarded to 


those with no_lost- 
time accidents dur- 
ing the year 193°. 
The plaque shown 
is awarded to the 
company having the 
best safety record in 
each of three groups 
of the Associated 
Gas & Electric Sy-- 
tem. W. E. Mange. 
vice-president and 
general manager of 
Staten Island Edison. 
receiving the bronze 
plaque from T. W. 
Moffat. vice-president 
of Utility Manage- 


APPLIANCE EXHIBIT Capacity crowds filled the 
auditorium of the Chicago Lighting Institute recently 
at the six electric cooking demonstrations of home 
economists from Landers. Frary & Clark. General 
Electric Company. Edison G. E. Appliance Company. 
Lindemann & Hoverson. Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company and Pratt Company. The 


women’s division. Electrie Association. was sponsor 


ment Corporation. 
J. H. Lytle. chairman 
committee at Staten 

of 
York (Pa.) Railwavs 


Other winners 
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IN THE CAUSE 
OF BETTER SERVICE 


Proper planning enables our Electric Utilities 
to provide their excellent service in time to 
meet the increasing public demand. In the 
same manner, the equipment manufacturers 


anticipate the demands of every part of the 


plant. This is accomplished by laboratory re- 
search. The Okonite Company is always ready 
with the cable equipment to meet new service 
demands. Its facilities, too, are constantly 


functioning in the cause of Better Service. 


1938 Marks Our 60th Yeor of Service 


THE OKONITE COMPANY 


Founded 1878 
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Energy Output Sags 


Dips 10.2% under 1937; still 
exceeds all other years — 
Industrial areas down 


In line with the usual trend at this 
time of the year energy production by 
the electric light and power industry 
during the week ended March 26 moved 
downward, compared with the preced- 
ing week, to 1,975,239,000 kw.-hr., ac- 
cording to the Edison Electric Institute. 
The decline brought the new figure 
10.2 per cent under last year’s for the 
corresponding period. The gain over 
1936, which was the best previous year, 
continues to exceed 6 per cent. 

The regions most seriously affected 
are the same ones as in the recent 
past—the Rocky Mountain, Central In- 
dustrial and New England. The first 
named is now 19 per cent under 1937, 
the second 17.3 and the third 13.4 per 
cent. In each of these the recession 
has been gradually increasing in se- 
verity. It is worth noting that these 
regions showed extraordinary gains in 
1937—considerably larger than the 
present losses. 

Declines continue to be much smaller 
in the other four geographical regions, 
of which only the Middle Atlantic is 
highly industrialized. 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw-Hr. 
1938 1937 1936 

Mar. 26.1,975 Mar. 27..2,200 Mar. 21..1, 
Mar. 19.2,018 Mar. 20..2,211 Mar. 14..1, 
Mar. 12.2,015 Mar. 13..2,213 Mar. 7..1, 
Mar. 5.2,035 Mar. 6..2,200 Feb. 29..1,903 
Feb. 26.2,031 Feb. 27..2,207 Feb. 22..1, 
Feb. 19.2,059 Feb. 20..2,212 Feb. 15..1, 
Feb. 12.2,052 Feb. 13..2,200 Feb. 8..1. 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 





Region Mar. 26 Mar. 19 Mar. 12 

New England. . —13.4 —12.8 —12.4 
Middle Atlantic... . — 5.8 — 2.8 — 3.6 
Central Industrial. . —17.3 —15.6 -16.6 
West Central. ..... — 5.3 — 7.5 — 4.4 
Southern States — 6.4 — 5.1 — 5.0 
Rocky Mountain. —19.0 —18.1 —17.2 
WO Fives ees ‘ — 4.9 — 0.9 — 0.9 
United States... . —10.2 — 9.0 — 7.5 





Makes Offers for Purchase 
of Platte Valley Utilities 


Platte Valley power and irrigation 
district directors at a special meeting 
held recently in North Platte, Neb., 
authorized Guy C. Myers of New 
York, their fiscal agent, to submit of- 
fers for purchase of four private 
power utilities operating in the dis- 
trict’s area. 

They include: Gothenburg Light & 
Power Company, $245,407; Nebraska 
Light & Power Company, $452,244; 
Central Nebraska Power Company, 
and Northwestern Public Service Com- 
pany, joint offer $8,765,000. 


Discuss Utility Sales Tax 


Possible local sales tax on utility 
services has been discussed by Gov. 
Martin L. Davey and Mayor Harold 
H. Burton of Cleveland as a means of 
raising money to finance relief. Any 
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program of raising taxes locally would 
require an act of the Legislature, and 
Governor Davey has announced that 
he will call another special session 
soon to consider the relief problem. 


Power Station Completed 


Construction work is practically com- 
pleted at the new $1,000,000 generat- 
ing station erected by the Central Ohio 
Light & Power Company at Bluffton. 
Test runs of the equipment are being 
made and will continue another month. 


Chicago Air Unit Contracts 


Contracts for sixteen air-conditioning 
installations were closed in February, 
according to a report made by Com- 
monwealth Edison Company. In the cor- 
responding month last year—the high- 
est February in history—33 contracts 
were made. Capacity of February’s con- 


tracts totaled 399 hp., compared with 
1,980 hp. in February, 1937. Total 
number of air-conditioning plants in- 
stalled or under contract in Chicago 
at the end of February was 1,946 and 
the aggregate capacity was 70,803. 


- Towa Public Service Wins 


Sheldon Franchise Suit 


Iowa Public Service Company won 
the franchise suit brought against it by 
the city of Sheldon when Judge R. G. 
Rodman in the O’Brien County District 
Court filed an official decree holding for 
the company. 

The city claimed the company had 
not lived up to the 1927 franchise 
agreement, as it has not built a new 
plant, and demanded the building of 
a new plant or surrender of local 
franchise. A later petition in the name 
of the state of Iowa was confined to 
asking for forfeit of the franchise and 
ceasing operations in Sheldon. The 
judge held in favor of defendant in 
both suits. The utility emphasized the 
agreement made with the City Council 
which had allegedly been ratified by 
several other. city councils from time 
to time. In these agreements the point 
concerning the building of the new 
plant had been waived and the com- 
pany had fully carried out the other 


agreements. 
a 


Ontario February Load Up 


Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario reports primary load of all 
systems for February at 1,381,968 hp., 
against 1,333,753 hp. in February, 
1937, an increase of 3.6 per cent. 
Primary and secondary loads for all 
systems totaled 1,635,794 hp., against 
1,622,286 hp. in February of last year, 
an increase of 0.8 per cent. 


Quits Bonneville Board 


Declaring that there appeared to be 
“a cut-and-dried plan to apply postage 
stamp rates on Bonneville power,” 
E. J. Keller resigned as chairman of 
the Washington Bonneville Commis- 
sion. Mr. Keller decried the policies of 
J. D. Ross, federal administrator of 
Bonneville Dam, and stated that he be- 
lieved it would be futile to oppose the 
alleged program. 


No High Point Rehearing 


North Carolina Supreme Court has 
announced that it has denied the peti- 
tion of the city of High Point for a 
rehearing of the case in which the 
city was restrained from constructing 
a hydro-electric power plant. 
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Cleland Elected President 
of California Oregon Co. 


Hance H. Cleland was elected presi- 
dent and director of the California 
Oregon Power Company at a recent 
meeting of the board of directors. He 
succeeds the late Chauncey M. Brewer. 





Mr. Cleland has been valuation and 
rate counsel for the California Oregon 
Power Company for the past thirteen 
years, has had intimate associations 
with the company and is well known 
throughout the states of Oregon and 
Washington. 

Mr. Cleland practiced law in Ore- 
gon and Washington from 1910 until 
1936. He was assistant attorney-gen- 
eral of the state of Washington from 
1916 to 1919 and a member of the 
Washington Public Service Commis- 
sion and its successor, the Department 


of Public Works, from 1919 to 1924. 


>» J. G. Cason, of the General Electric 
Supply Corporation, Nashville, Tenn., 
has been elected president of the newly 
organized Electrical Association, Inc. 
Member groups of the new association 
include electrical manufacturers, whole- 
salers, dealers, utility officials, contrac- 
tors and service shops units. Other 
officers include: A. F. Anderson, An- 
derson’s Inc., vice-president; D. L. 
Nicholson, Nicholson Electric Com- 
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pany, treasurer; E. E. Parks, Tennessee 
Electric Power Company, secretary. 
The group is educational. By-laws pro- 
hibit the discussion of prices, costs 
and other financial matters pertaining 
to any group. 


» BERNHARD SCHROEDER, whose elec- 
tion to the presidency of Sargent & 
Lundy, Inc., was announced in the 
ELECTRICAL Wor Lp, March 19, page 17, 
has been connected with that organiza- 
tion for 35 years. Through a typo- 
graphical error his period of service 
was given as five years instead of 35. 


> B. G. Neece, who has been connected 
with the sales department of Landers, 
Frary & Clark, New Britain, Conn., has 
been elected a vice-president. 


> A. E. ScHANUEL has been appointed a 
field representative of the National Ade- 
quate Wiring Bureau. Mr. Schanuel 
has directed promotional programs on 
electric refrigeration, ranges and air 
conditioning conducted by the St. 
Louis, Mo., distributors and dealers in 
co-operation with the Union Electric 
Company of Missouri. 


> J. K. B. Hare, who has been associ- 
ated with Westinghouse interests since 
1912, has been appointed central dis- 
trict manager of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 
John Andrews, Jr., formerly district 
manager, joins the headquarters staff 
of the company as assistant to vice- 
president in charge of sales, with offices 
in Pittsburgh. Starting with the West- 
inghouse Airbrake Company in 1912, 
he joined the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company in 1919, fol- 
lowing military service, as a member of 
the sales force in the Pittsburgh dis- 
trict. Since then he has been manager 
of the company’s Columbus, Ohio, of- 
fice, assistant central station sales 
manager of the company in New York, 
and central station and transportation 
sales manager of the central sales dis- 
trict in Pittsburgh. In 1935 he was 
appointed manager of the company’s 
sales office in Buffalo, the position from 
which he was just promoted. 


Florida Experiment Station 
to Be Directed by Weil 


Joseph Weil has been appointed dean 
of the College of Engineering and di- 
rector of the engineering experiment 
station of the University of Florida, 
Gainesville. A native of Baltimore, 
Md., and a graduate of Johns Hopkins 
University, he became research assist- 
ant for the Naval Consulting Board in 
1918 following graduation, and _ later 
entered the employ of Westinghouse. 

Joining the teaching staff of the Uni- 
versity of Florida in 1921, he received 
successive appointments, culminating in 
his becoming professor and head of the 
electrical engineering department in 





1930. In addition to teaching, Dean 
Weil has served as consulting engineer 
for industrial organizations, many mu- 
nicipalities, the state of Florida, and 
various governmental agencies. 

He is a fellow of the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers, secretary- 
treasurer of the Florida State Board 
of Engineering Examiners, director 
Florida Engineering Society and a mem- 
ber of the Society for the Promotion of 
Engineering Educaton. 

© 


>R. E. Lee has been elected a viee- 
president of the Houston Lighting & 
Power Company at a recent meeting 
of the board of directors. He ha~ bee 
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associated with the Houston properties 
since 1916. Mr. Lee succeeds R. D. 
Smith, who has become inactive be- 
cause of ill health. 


> Anprew C. Tair has been appointed 
a field representative of the National 
Adequate Wiring Bureau. Mr. Tait has 
been identified with the Red Seal Pro- 
gram through the Electrical League of 
the Niagara-Frontier, Buffalo, N. Y. 
He has also assisted in the development 
of the Five-Star home program spon- 
sored by the Buffalo-Niagara Electric 
Corporation. 


> CLaupeE L. MATTHEws was re-elected 
vice-president of W. N. Matthews Cor- 
poration, St. Louis, Mo., at the recent 
meeting of the board of directors and 
given the additional title of general 
manager. M. C. Coo.ey was re-elected 
vice-president and given the title of 
treasurer relinquished by Claude Mat- 
thews. H. R. Kocu was elected secre- 
tary and promoted from assistant secre- 
tary to this title relinquished by Mr. 
Cooley. W. N. MatrHEews was re- 
elected president. 


> CHARLES KirK was recently appointed 
manager of the appliance division, 
Burbank Public Service Department, 
Burbank, Calif. He was formerly con- 
nected with Southern Colorado Power 
Company, Pueblo. 





DUTCH SALES EXPERT VISITS NELA 
PARK—S. W. Numann (left), in charge 
of sales promotion and advertising for 
N. V. Philips Company, Eindhoven, Hol- 
land, one of Europe’s leading electrical 
manufacturers, recently spent a full week 
of his six weeks visit to America at Nela 
Park. With the aid of a U. S. map, 
Mr. Numann is being apprised of school 
lighting promotion in the Northwest by 
E. D. Stryker, in charge of utility sales 
Promotion for G. E.’s incandescent lamp 
department. Mr. Numann will leave for 
Holland the latter part of April. 
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OBITUARY 
E. W. Judy 


E. W. Judy, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Duquesne Light Com- 
pany died March 24 following a heart 
attack, in Vera Beach, Fla. He was 56 
years old. 

Mr. Judy has been associated with 
the Duquesne Light Company since 
1923. Starting as superintendent of 





overhead lines in 1923, he was pro- 
moted to general superintendent of 
distribution the following year. In that 
position he was successful in the estab- 
lishment of an efficient departmental 
organization and the adoption of mod- 
ern up-to-date construction standards. 
In 1927 he was appointed operating 
manager of the company and he was 
elected vice-president and general man- 
ager in 1929. 

Born near Columbus, Ohio, he ob- 
tained his education at Ohio University. 
After a year’s construction work with 
the Scioto Valley Traction Company he 
entered the employ of Central Colo- 
rado Power Company. With that com- 
pany, and later with Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corporation, he worked on 
some of the largest projects in the 
West. Later he became district man- 
ager of Southern Sierras Power Com- 
pany, Riverside, Calif. 

Mr. Judy was a director of Phila- 
delphia Company and the Duquesne 
Light Company. He was active in 
various industry and civic organizations 
and served as president of the Penn- 
sylvania Electric Association in 1934. 

» 


A. S. Nichols 


Alfred S. Nichols, vice-president and 
general manager of the Jamaica Public 
Service Company, Ltd., Kingston, Ja- 
maica, B. W. IL, died March 24 at 
Doctors Hospital, New York, after a 
three-year illness. He was 58 years old. 
A native of England, Mr. Nichols had 


a wide business experience in British 
mercantile work before coming to the 
United States as a journalist in 1903. 
In 1910 he became connected with the 
auditing department of the Stone & 
Webster organization and from that 
time’ until his death he was associated 
with companies supervised by that 
organization. 

In the course of his association with 
Stone and Webster he was connected 
with the old Woonsocket (R. I.) Elec- 
tric Machine & Power Company; 
Mississippi River Power Company, 
Keokuk, Iowa; Fort Madison (Iowa) 
Electric Company; Dallas City Light 
Company, Paducah (Ky.) Electric 
Company and the Paducah Railway 
Company. 


A. S. Durrant 


Arnold S. Durrant, honorary vice- 
president of the International General 
Electric Company, died March 22 in 
New York, after a short illness. He was 
67 years of age. Mr. Durrant retired as 
vice-president of International in 
charge of commercial relations in 1931 
following a connection of 41 years with 
the General Electric organization. 

A Briton by birth, Mr. Durrant came 
to this country in 1890 and entered the 
employ of the Edison United Electric 
Company, which later became a part 
of the General Electric Company. In 
1896 he went to Schenectady, in 1898 
he was given charge of apparatus sales 
in the foreign department and in 1908 
was made responsible for the handling 
of all Canadian business. 

Upon the formation of the Interna- 
tional General Electric Company, Mr. 
Durrant was made manager of the 
Department of the Americas. It was in 
1925 that he was elected vice-president. 
He traveled extensively in Latin Amer- 
ica in connection with his work and 
during his vice-presidency served on 
the board and as an officer of many 
of the Latin-American subsidiaries of 
International General Electric. 


> Georce E. Hayter, for twenty years 
an engineer with the public utility 
division of Cities Service Company, 
New York, died March 18, of injuries 
suffered when he was struck by an 
automobile. Mr. Hayler was born in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 66 years ago, and 
was graduated with a degree in engi- 
neering from the University of Michi- 
gan in 1894. After working with utili- 
ties in the Middle West and serving 
at one time with the Arnold Company, 
Chicago, consulting engineers, he trans- 
ferred his interests to New York in 
1917 and became associated with the 
Cities Service organization. 
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Business Gain Shown 
by General Electric 


Board elects Charles E. Wilson and 
Philip D. Reed as directors— 


Reports on operations 


Total business available to the elec- 
trical manufacturing industry during 
1937 was greater than for any year 
except 1929, General Electric Company 
stated in its annual report to stock- 
holders. It was stated that the company 
continued to obtain substantially the 
same proportion of the available busi- 
ness as in the past. 

At a meeting of directors last week 
Charles E. Wilson, executive vice- 
president, and Philip D. Reed, assistant 
to the president, were elected to the 
board to fill existing vacancies. 

International General Electric Com- 
pany, Inc., had a profit available for 
interest on capital advances by General 
Electric and for dividends of $4,104.,- 
788, as against $6,302,597 in 1936. The 
decrease was due principally to non- 
recurring income received in 1936. 
Payments of interest on capital ad- 
vances and of dividends totaled $2,601,- 
292, against $4,808,125 in 1936. 

Canadian General Electric Company, 
Ltd., reported a profit of $2,431,210, 
against $1,790,788 in 1936. 

Net income of G.E. Employees Se- 





curities Corporation was $1,987,506, 
against $2,010,146 in 1936. Cash divi- 
dends of $1,725,000 were paid, against 
$1,325,000 in 1936. 

Net income of Electrical Securities 
Corporation was $2,791,170, against 
$2,515,784 in 1936. Cash dividends paid 
totaled $2,499,000, against $1,937,705. 

Additions to plant and equipment 
totaled $20,593,146, against $8,620,912 
in 1936. 


Bakelite Sponsors 
Insulation Meeting 


For presumably the first time, a 
manufacturer of electrical insulating 
materials last week got together a 
group of users of such products for a 
discussion of their peculiarities. 

The occasion was the Bakelite Trav- 
elcade Symposium, held in New York 
City, at which W. A. Zinzow of the 
Research and Development Laborato- 
ries, Bakelite Corporation, told of 
“Solving Dielectric Problems With 
Plastics.” G. E. Landt of the Conti- 
nental-Diamond Fibre Company was 
chairman. 

Also on view at the meeting was the 
Bakelite Travelcade illustrating the 
uses of resinoid varnishes and plastic 
insulating materials in the electrical 
and other industries. 


AND MARKETS 


Anaconda Copper Net 
$31,732,039 in 1937 


Net production of copper from the 
mines of thie Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company and its consolidated mining 
subsidiaries set an all-time record in 
1937, totaling 843,622,162 lb., a gain 
of about 53 per cent over 1936 and of 
nearly 5 per cent over 1929, the previ- 
ous record production year, according 
to Cornelius F. Kelley, president. 

Total deliveries of copper from all 
sources, including purchased copper, 
in both the domestic and foreign mar- 
kets amounted to 1,072,289,658 lb. 
Shipments of manufactured products 
from the plants of the American Brass 
Company and Anaconda Wire & Cable 
Company amounted to 744,661,851 Ib., 
an increase of 9 per cent over 1936. 
Net income, reflecting sales of metals 
and manufactured products invoiced to 
customers, was $31,732,039, compared 
with $15,958,864 for 1936. 

Shortage of water available for 
power forced suspension of operations 
twice during the year. It is expected, 
however, that the Polson power project 
of the Montana Power Company, with 
a capacity of 56,000 kw., will be ready 
for operation during the early summer 
of this year and no further shortage 
of power is anticipated, Mr. Kelley 
reported. 


BAKELITE SYMPOSIUM—Users of electrical insulating materials discussed plastics and electrical insulation at Bakelite Traveleade 
Symposium in New York City. W. A. Zinzow, Bakelite Corporation, talked on “Solving Dielectric Problems With Plastics”; ©. E. 
Landt, Continental-Diamond Fibre Company, was chairman 
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Total zinc production, including pur- 
chased, for the year was 209,335,808 
lb.; deliveries totaled 213,454,581 Ib. 
Lead production amounted to 107,908,- 
357 lb.; deliveries totaled 95,976,641 Ib., 
including that used in the manufacture 
of white head. 


Corporate Earnings 
Reported for 1937 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently issued reports covering 
1937 cperations as follows: 


Acme Wire—And subsidiaries, net profit, 
after surtax, $301,378, equal to $5.12 each 
on 57,750 capital shares, compared with 
net profit of $233,279, or $4.03 a share, 
in 1936. 


ServeL—Including subsidiaries (quar- 
ter to January 31) net profit, after esti- 
mated undistributed profits taxes, $33,183, 
equal after dividend requirements on 7 
per cent preferred stock to 1 cent each on 
1,781,426 shares of $1 par common stock. 
For the corresponding quarter of previ- 
ous year the company showed a net profit 
of $388,186, or 21 cents a share, on com- 
mon. 


Weston ExectricAL INSTRUMENT—In- 
cluding subsidiaries, net profit, after $31,- 
164 surtax, $422,885, equal under partici- 
pating provisions of the shares to $3.10 
each on 27,376 no-par shares of class A 
stock and $2.10 each on 160.583 shares of 
no-par common stock. This compares with 
$256,301, or $2.22 a class A share and 
$1.22 a common share, in 1936. Current 
assets on December 31 last, including 
$348,743 cash and marketable securities, 
amounted to $2,155,235 and current lia- 
bilities were $307,689, compared with 
cash and marketable securities of $315.,- 
900, current assets of $1,923,052 and cur- 
rent liabilities of $224,681 at end of pre- 
ceding year. Inventories, less reserve, were 
$1,395,703, against $1,186,536. 


Hygrade Sylvania Reduces 
Incandescent Lamp Prices 


Hygrade Sylvania Corporation has 
announced a substantial reduction in 
the list price of standard types of Hy- 
grade lamps ranging in size from 75 
to 500 watts. The reductions, which 
involve a spread of from 5 to 25 per 
cent, were effective as of April 1. E. 
J. Poor, chairman of the board, in 
making the announcement, stated that 
the reductions are part of the indus- 
try’s program to promote “better light 


and better sight” and to lower lighting 
costs. 





New York Metal Prices 


Mar. 23, 1938 Mar. 30, 1938 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic. ... 10.00* 10.00* 
dAm.8. & R. price. 4.50 4.50 
MA eo cesie 13.75 13.75 
Nickel ingot. . 222222 35.00 35.00 
Zine spot............. 4.60 4.65 

Tin Straits... 1.2... . 41.00 39.125 
uminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Electrical business continues spotty, with a pick-up anticipated later in 
the spring. Utilities are placing more emphasis on appliance sales to stem 
the drop in power use. The utility act decision clears the way for system 
revamping. Some new building is seen. 


CHICAGO 


The downward trend of business, which 
has continued steadily since the first of 
the year, appeared to have at last reached 
a resting place. In fact, a number of 
industries showed moderate improvement 
in operations during the past week. 
Although the increase was slight, it gave 
some evidence that business is in a 
healthier condition than it has been for 
months. New steel buying in this terri- 
tory show a marked increase. One pro- 
ducer reports a 20 per cent gain in 
orders over the previous week and expects 
a lift in production of 10 per cent within 
two weeks. 

Electric power output advanced a notch 
over the previous week to 9 per cent 
under last year at this time. Retail trade 
is rising, sales showing an increase for 
the past two weeks. Wholesalers report 
an improvement over February. Utility 
buying still lags and the outlet is too 
uncertain to make any prediction when 
any substantial improvement may be ex- 
pected. 

Electrical manufacturers report a slight 
pick-up in some lines. One order was 
received for 1,200 transformers in two- 
pole-mount sizes. Another order placed 
included 256,000 ft. of various sizes of 
cable and 66,000 ft. of 34-in. fiber conduit. 
The city electrical department ordered 
2,000 aluminum fixtures and 2,500 en- 
ameled reflectors for immediate delivery. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Three special factors are counted upon 
to offset the poor first quarter of 1938. 
One is the FHA plan, which so far has 
been neutralized by weather conditions, 
though much prospective building is evi- 
dent. Another is railroad business, con- 
tingent upon a rate advance of 15 per cent, 
which has been partially granted. Recent 
outstanding orders include two carloads 
of weatherproof and rubber-covered wire 
for rehabilitation work in the Los Angeles 
flooded area and a $50,000 annual lamp 
contract for the Southern Pacific system. 
The third factor is power company pur- 
chasing for expansion and reconstruction, 
though this business has so far been con- 
fined largely to power apparatus. The 700- 
mile Skagit line to Seattle will soon be 
awarded, however, and bids are being re- 
quested for fourteen substations for the 
Imperial Valley Irrigation district near 
the Mexican border, complete with all 
apparatus and cable. The first 12,500-hp. 
motor is being installed along the Los 
Angeles aqueduct, with five more pump- 
ing stations to follow on a 400-mile line. 

Other excellent business for machinery 
covers $30,000 of transformers and_ volt- 
age regulators for Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company in the Bay area, $35,000 of cir- 
cuit breakers and switching equipment for 
central California installation, $3.000 of 
transformers for Fresno area and $40.000 
of induction regulators and transformers 
for Reno and adjacent California counties. 

Small appliances have been stocked 
rather heavily by dealers and department 
stores through the impetus of bargain 
prices, but both they and major appliances 


are moving out very slowly to consumers 
because storms have kept shoppers at 
home. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Industrial equipment orders continue to 
dominate the electrical market in this dis- 
trict, with small motors selling in fair 
volume. During the past week fractional- 
horsepower motors were quite active; one 
group of 2,000 was sold to a western 
Massachusetts manufacturer; more than 
800 fractional-horsepower motors were dis- 
tributed among local machine and appli- 
ance manufacturers and another order 
reported included a group of 60 motors 
for a prominent machine company. 

Contractors’ supplies for lighting and 
power wiring for new institutions are re- 
ceiving more attention. About 3,500 ft. of 
rigid zinc-coated conduit will be pur- 
chased soon for use in the Lowell, Mass., 
Memorial Auditorium; recently a _ con- 
tract amounting to approximately $28,000 
involving wiring supplies and labor, ex- 
clusive of fixtures, was awarded. 

Cambridge Electric Light Company has 
completed the fireproofing of the Black- 
stone Street switch house, including the 
equipment of bus-tie transformers for tap- 
changing. This has completed a 3,000-kva. 
substation near Central Square, Cam- 
bridge, and other betterments have been 
carried out looking toward the future in- 
stallation of a primary network system. 

The Boston Elevated Railway will ex- 
pend about $1,200,000 on a new machine 
shop and office at Everett, Mass. 

Merchandise sales are spotty; interest 
in laundering equipment is running ahead 
of last year, according to one distributor, 
and orders for this equipment are showing 
an upward trend. 


NEW YORK 


Business was given severe jolts this 
week which not only caused a setback but 
engendered new fears as to what the gov- 
ernment will do in the future. The man- 
ner in which the Administration got its 
way on the reorganization measure indi- 
cated that the President still holds sway 
in Congress. However, the factional split 
was encouraging in that it indicated that 
business may get better attention and 
consideration in the future. 

The Supreme Court decision on the 
utility act. while setting to rest a major 
litigation, has forced the industry to give 
a good portion of its attention, at least 
temporarily, to registration and revamping 
of systems. The industry now knows 
where it stands and can adjust its opera- 
tions accordingly. Observers believe that 
some of the held-up construction can now 
go into operation. 

Some retail outlets report that volume 
is holding up well, but the shading of 
prices has cut dollar volume. The break 
in security prices this week has slowed up 
retail purchases and has made financing 
dificult for heavy construction. 

Opinion is being expressed that with 
conditions and sentiment in such a low 
state chances favor a change for the bet- 
ter. Aggressive managements are discount- 
ing present conditions. 
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Electric utility stocks shared the drop in the general market this week, the “Electrical 
World” index losing 1.5 points. Index this week 22.9; previous week, 24.4; year ago, 


35.8. Bonds, too, dropped to new lows for the year. “Electrical World” index, 97.6; 


previous month, 98.9; year ago, 104.7 


N. Y. Utility Sells 
$2,925,000 of Notes 


New York State Electric & Gas 
Corporation, Associated Gas & Electric 
subsidiary, is offering to individuals 
residing in its franchise territories $2,- 
925,000 of its ten-year 5 per cent notes, 
due March 1, 1948. Interest on these 
notes would be payable semi-annually 
and the notes would be issued and 
registerable in amounts of $100 each, 
or multiples thereof. 

Proceeds from sale of these securi- 
ties is to be used for construction of 
additional facilities. Recently the com- 
pany, with the approval of the Public 
Service Commission, contracted to bor- 
row $250.000 from the REA for ex- 
tension of rural distribution lines. 

An issue of $600,000 of first mort- 
gage 3% per cent bonds due on 
March 1, 1963. of the Bangor Hydro- 
Electric Company of Bangor, Me., has 
been placed privately through a group 
of investment firms, acting as agents 
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for the company. The purpose of the 
financing is to reimburse the company 
for recent property improvement and 
to provide funds for contemplated im- 
provements to property. 


Gatineau Delays Refunding 


Gatineau Power Company, Ltd., has 
decided to postpone proposed refund- 
ing of first mortgage bonds, in view of 
unsettled conditions, for at least six 
months. Refunding of the 6 per cent 
debentures, which are callable on 30 
days’ notice, will probably be started 
at an earlier date. 


Reorganization Completed 


Plan of reorganization of the North- 
ern Texas Electric Company of June 
15, 1937, has been consummated and 
notices have been sent to the com- 
pany’s security holders. The reorgan- 
ized company has been renamed the 
North Texas Company. 


Consolidated Files 
$60,000,000 Issue 


Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York, Inc., has filed a registration 
statement with SEC covering $60,000.- 
000 of fifteen-year 34% per cent de- 
bentures, series due 1953. Net pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the debentures 
will be applied to the redemption of 
$60,000,000 principal amount of out- 
standing Consolidated Gas Company of 
New York, twenty-year 44 per cent 
gold debenture bonds, due in 1951, to 
be redeemed June 1, 1938, at 105 per 
cent and accrued interest. The com- 
pany states that $63,000,000, exclusive 
of accrued interest, will be required for 
redemption of the outstanding bonds 
and that the additional funds will be 
obtained from its current cash. 

Engineers Public Service Company, Inc., 
New York, has filed an application for 
approval of its organization and conduct 
as a mutual service company for the hold- 
ing company system of Engineers Public 
Service Company, which has registered 
under the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act. 

Louisiana Steam Generating Corpora- 
tion, subsidiary of Engineers Public Serv- 
ice Company, has filed a declaration cov- 
ering the issuance of $1,000,000 of 3 per 
cent unsecured notes payable November 
19, 1940, to Engineers Public Service Com- 
pany, as evidence of loans for declarant’s 
construction requirements. Gulf States 
Utilities Company has joined in the 
declaration and states that it proposes to 
assume the notes if the contemplated 
merger of the two companies is effected. 


SEC Authorizes Utility Issue 


American Light & Traction Com- 
pany has been authorized by the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission to 
sell to institutional investors $3,270,- 
000 of first mortgage and refunding 
gold bonds, Series B, 5 per cent, due 
January 1, 1958, of its subsidiary, the 
San Antonio Public Service Company. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 


Net Income _ 


1938 193% 
7Commonwealth & South- n 
ern and subs........ $14,077,320 $14,244,593 
+Pub. Serv. Corp. of 
N. J. and subs...... 23,842,993 24,910,933 
*Standard G. & E. and i 
PRS 3,098,736 3,640,865 
*Associated G. & E. ee 
aS eee 35,304,264 36,298,712 
*Engineers Pub. Serv. 219 
eee 3,814,186 3,015,819 
*Ke - YW uy - 
Kansas City Pwr. © 4392398 4,700,088 
*Texas Electric Service 1,348,332 1,360,398 
*Minnesota Pwr. & Lt. 1,486,134 1,252.20 
*Idaho Power ........ 1,559,541 1,149,944 
*Carolina Pwr. & Lt.. 2,533,194 2,195,515 
1937 1936 
tStone & Webster and 9 132 
NE. Wt Saouces cts 861,640 1,102,182 
tCentral N. Y. Pwr. 9 779 512 
al We No cna ca cae 3,270,873 — 3,753,51- 


+ Twelve months ended February ->. 
*Twelve months ended January »! 1 
t Twelve months ended December 2°} 
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Air ConpiTioners—In anticipation of 
the hot weather, several companies are 
announcing new air-conditioning units. 
These include: (1) A new series of small 
unit-assembly air conditioners for apart- 
ments, business suites and small retail 
stores, brought out by General Electric’s 
air conditioning department, Bloomfield, 
N. J. These are adaptable also to winter 
service and require connection to an out- 
side air duct. (2) Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company, East Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., offers the new “Unitaire,” a 
self-contained air-conditioning unit to pro- 
vide summer comfort for small shops, 
stores and offices. (3) General Motors’ 
Delco-Frigidaire Conditioning Division, 
Dayton, Ohio, has gone into production on 
a new portable unit air conditioner for 
room service, which features the com- 
pany’s “meter-miser” mechanism, a new 
type air direction selector which permits 
control of the air movement through the 
twist of a dial and a dial control to gov- 
ern the degree of cooling. No plumbing 
connections are required for this window 
unit. Finally, R. T. Lipscomb, Sr., 611 
West Grace Street, Richmond, Va., has 
invented an air-conditioning apparatus, de- 
signed especially for five-room houses, that 
is said to circulate germ- and fly-killing 
ozone, in addition to cooling or heating the 
house. A violet-ray machine in the upper 
part of the 5-ft. cabinet produces the 
ozone, electric heating and cooling equip- 
ment is in the middle compartment, while 
the power unit is in the lower section. 


Winpow Reriector—Although designed 
primarily to improve window lighting, the 
“Catchon” window reflector has also found 
industrial lighting applications, according 
to the manufacturers, the F. W. Wakefield 
Brass Company, Vermilion, Ohio. Reflectors 
screw into existing sockets and use stand- 
ard 150-watt lamps: the reflector shell 
is so adjusted that light may be directed to 
any part of the window display. This 
latter feature also permits its use in 
sockets which lie in vertical, horizontal 
or any intermediary position. 


Orrice Desk Lamp—Mitchell Manufac- 
turing Company, Chicago, Ill., has an- 
nounced its Model No. 731 lamp as a 
low-cost, indirect lamp for office desk use. 
Using a 100-watt bulb, the lamp has a 
special reflector construction that keeps 
direct light from the eyes, eliminates glare 
and reduces shadows te a minimum. 


For Low-Cost Housinc—Two new con- 
tributions to low-cost housing equipment, 
with somewhat different applications, are 
a humidifying conditioner and a kitchen 
Ventilating fan. The former is designed 
especially for winter comfort and is of- 
fered by the Trane Company, La Crosse, 

is. for connection to the existing steam 
or hot water heating system and to a water 
supply line and waste line. The ventilat- 
ing fan is a product of the Majestic Com- 
pany, Huntington, Ind., and consists of a 
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10-in. fan, controlled by a _ water-sealed 
motor that is mounted on a grille. A 
pendant chain starts and stops the motor, 
at the same time opening and closing 
the outside door. 


TrousLte Licuts—Two new searchlights 
offered by the Portable Light Company, 
25 Warren Street, New York, N. Y., for 
utility use include a style for mounting 
on the roofs of emergency cars or trucks 
and a portable battery type. Both styles 
use a 6'4-in. diameter lens; control lever 
on the car type goes near the cab roof 
so that it is out of the way. It has a 
high tilting motion for illuminating tops 
of nearby poles and can be moved in a 
complete circle in the horizontal plane. 


InteRVAL ‘TimeR—Designed primarily 
for installation as am integral part of 
electrical appliances and equipment oper- 
ative on a predetermined time basis, the 
“Cramer” interval timer is driven by a 
slow-speed, self-starting synchronous mo- 
tor. Rated at 10 amp., 120 volts, a.c., or 
5 amp., 220 volts, a.c., it will operate 
motor loads of % hp., heater loads of 
1,200 watts and lamp loads of 1,000 watts, 
according to the makers, R. W. Cramer 
& Company, Inc., New York, N. Y. Nor- 
mally open, normally closed and double- 
throw contacts are offered; timing scales 
range from a one-minute dial (shown) to 
an eight-hour dial. Model pictured also 
has the optional features of a delayed start 
button and an automatic stop. 


Interval Timer 





Westinghouse 


Office Desk Lamp 


General Electric 





PortaBLE Bar-To-BaAR Test Set—To 
permit electrical resistance tests on d.c. 
armatures to be made anywhere, the Gen- 
eral Electric Company, meter and instru- 
ment division, Schenectady, N. Y., has 
developed a portable bar-to-bar test set. 
A resistance comparator, the test set con- 
sists essentially of a step-down transformer, 
a rectifier and a sensitive “light-beam” 
galvanometer, and is designed to give a 
full-scale deflection in the resistance range 
of 0.0001 to 35 ohms. Device is plugged 
into 115-volt, 60-cycle outlet and leads 
attached to the commutator, two furnishing 
the current and two being the terminals of 
the drop circuit leading to galvanometer. 


Exvectric Heatrers—As a timely tie-in 
with the new federal housing program, 
two new built-in bathroom heaters have 
been announced by Wesix Electric Heater 
Company, San Francisco, Calif. One size 
is 20 in. high, the other, 49 in. 


Rupser-BLapeD Fans — Rubber blades 
feature the 24-in. “Air Cooler” announced 
by Samson-United Corporation, Rochester, 
N. Y., which brought out the first rubber- 
bladed fans some two years ago. Cooling 
costs are said to be reduced sharply by 
the new air circulator, current consump- 
tion being 195 watts. instead of a more 
customary 275 to 350. 


Humidifying Conditioner 


—Kitchen 
ventilating 


Frigidaire 
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Electrical Appliance Dealers 
Form National Association 


The National Association of Radio 
and Appliance Retailers, which will 
work for price maintenance, elimina- 
tion of unfair trade practices, descrip- 
tive labeling and uniform allowances 
on all appliances was organized re- 
cently at a meeting of dealers in New 
York City. Russell A. Atkinson, presi- 
dent of the League of Metropolitan 
Electrical Retailers, was elected head 
of the group, which counts on a na- 
tional membership of more than 5,000, 
through its affiliation with 40 state and 
local trade groups. 

Membership in the group is to be 
limited to retailers, who were tenta- 
tively defined by the organization com- 
mittee as “those with an established 
place of business and handling three 
or more lines of electrical appliances.” 

” 


Appoints Board of Awards 


A board of awards, composed of 
H. L. Whittemore, chairman, and 
Messrs. G. T. Horton and A. G. Oehler, 
was recently appointed by the execu- 
tive committee of the American Weld- 
ing Society to have charge of selecting 
the recipient of the Lincoln Gold 
Medal for 1938. Following appoint- 
ment, the board drafted regulations 
governing award of the medal which 
has been accepted by the society for 
the annual award. 

J. F. Lincoln, president of the Lin- 
coln Electric Company, is the donor 
of the medal, which shall be awarded 
to the author or authors of the paper 
which is the greatest original contri- 
bution to the advancement and use of 
welding. 

° 


G. E. to Start Rural Drive 


General Electric Company will use 
twenty regional and specialized farm 
papers starting May 1 in a new cam- 
paign on the rural electrification mar- 
ket. Departments of the company co- 
operating include the incandescent 
lamp, appliance and merchandise, in- 
dustrial and centra! station divisions. 


Opens All-Steel Home 


Announcement has been made of the 
opening for public inspection of the 
first Blaw-Knox all-steel experimental 
home in Clairton, Pa. 


Adopts New Slogan 


General Cable Corporation has 
adopted the slogan “Electrify with 
Copper” and intends to use it in ad- 
vertising copy as well as on com- 
munications to the general trade. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


Warertoo, lowa—lIowa Public Service 
Company, Sioux City, Iowa, will make ex- 
tensions in transmission lines in parts of 
Black Hawk, Floyd, Tama and Bremer 
Counties, totaling close to 40 miles. Ap- 
plication has been made for permission. 
Work scheduled to begin this spring. 


Texas Crry, Tex.—Carbide & Carbon 
Chemicals Corporation, 30 East Forty- 
second Street, New York, N. Y., plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, trans- 
formers and accessories, regulators, con- 
veyors, electric hoists, loaders and other 
equipment in new multi-unit chemical- 
manufacturing plant at Texas City, where 
tract »f about 200 acres of land has been 
acquired. A power plant will be built, as 
well as an electric-operated pumping sta- 
tion. Entire project will cost about $3,- 
500,000. Company is a subsidiary of the 
Union Carbide & Carbon Corporation, 
first noted address. 


Jackson, Micu. — Consumers Power 
Company, Jackson, has authorized con- 
struction of new primary and secondary 
lines in parts of Barry, Calhoun and St. 
Joseph Counties, for extensions in rural 
electric system in that area, including 
service facilities. 


SEATTLE, WasH.—Board of Public Works, 
County-City Building, receives bids until 
April 28 for installation of equipment in 
South power substation, including trans- 
formers and accessories, switchgear, etc. 
Fund of $119,467 is available for project. 
City Light Engineering Division, City Light 
Building, is in charge 


Dearsorn, Micu.—Ford Motor Company 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
regulators, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new addition to River 
Rouge plant, 300x1225 feet, to be used 
primarily as a tool and die shop, for 
which bids have been asked on general 
erection. Cost close to $1.000,000. Giffels 
& Vallet, Inc., and L. Rossetti, Marquette 
Building, Detroit, Mich., are consulting 
engineers. 


JACKSONVILLE, FxLa.—City Commission 
receives bids until April 13 for power 
substation equipment for plant on Talley- 
rand Avenue, including outdoor power 
transformers, switchgear and changes in 
existing switchgear, air ejector equipment 
and other apparatus, as per plans and 
specifications on file. O. Z. Tyler, Util- 
ities Building, is superintendent of mu- 
nicipal plants. 


Owensporo, Ky.—TIs considering exten- 
sions and improvements in municipal 
power plant, including installation of ad- 
dition equipment. Surveys and estimates 
of cost are being made by Black & Veatch, 
1706 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo., con- 
sulting engineers. 


Hastincs, Nes. — Central Nebraska 
Power & Irrigation District, Hastings, re- 
ceives bids until April 12 for hydraulic 
turbines and governors for Jeffrey Can- 
yon and Johnson Nos. 1 and 2 hydroelec- 


tric generating stations, comprising four 
13,000-hp. vertical shaft units and one 
25,000-hp. similar turbine, with complete 
governing equipment, consisting of two 
actuator-type governors for each machine. 


New York, N. Y.—Cities Service Oil 
Company, 70 Pine Street, New York, plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, regulators, electric-operated pump- 
ing machinery and other equipment for 
expansion and improvements in three main 
oil and gasoline refining plants at Petty’s 
Island, Philadelphia, Pa.; East Braintree, 
Mass.; and East Chicago, Ind. Entire 
project will cost approximately $1,500,000. 


KAaLispELL, Mont.—Flathead Power Com- 
pany, Kalispell, receives bids until April 
7 for about 123 miles of primary and 
secondary lines in parts of Flathead 
County. Cost estimated close to $125,000. 


Mason City, Iowa—Peoples Gas & 
Electric Company, Mason City, plans new 
power substation on site at Thirteenth 
Street and Elm Drive. Cost close to $75, 
000, with transformers, switchgear, light- 
ning arresters and other equipment. Work 
will begin soon. 


ANADARKO, OKLA.—Plans extensions and 
improvements in municipal electrical dis- 
tribution system, including line replace- 
ments. Cost about $90,000. A _ special 
election has been called April 5 to ap- 
prove a bond issue in amount noted. 


ZANESVILLE, Onto—American Rolling 
Mill Company, Middletown, Ohio, plans 
installation of heavy-duty motors and con- 
trols, conveyors and other equipment in 
connection with extensions and improve- 
ments in branch iron and steel works at 
Zanesville. Cost estimated close to $300,- 
000. 


Corsin, Ky.—Has authorized surveys 
and estimates of cost for extensions and 
improvements in municipal electric power 
plant. Burns & McDonnell Engineering 
Company, 107 West Linwood Boulevard, 
Kansas City, Mo., is consulting engineer. 


Riverpate, Mp.—Engineering & Re 
search Corporation, 6100 Sligo Mill Road, 
Washington, D. C., plans installation of 
motors and controls, regulators, conveyors, 
electric hoists and other equipment in new 
one-story airplane propeller plant at River- 
dale, with main unit 200x300 feet, for 
which superstructure will begin soon. Cost 


close to $250,000. 


Cenar Raps, Towa—lowa Electric 
Light & Power Company, Cedar Rapids, 
plans extensions in transmission lines ™m 
parts of Boone and Jones Counties. Appli- 
cation has been made for permission. Wor 
is scheduled to be carried out this spring 


Eveceru, Mrnn.—Has plans maturing 
for proposed municipal electric Rs 
plant. Cost estimated at $850,000. inclu - 
ing power substation facilities and i. 
tributing lines. Fund of $260,000 will be 
secured through Federal aid and Te- 
mainder by bond issue. Special election 
will be held soon to approve bonds. 
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